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Disclaimer
There are no affiliate links in this ebook.
We have no vested interest in promoting
any of the products mentioned here
(except your success as a designer.)

Feel free to share this ebook around the
web, but please don't change any of its
contents when you do so.
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LOOK AROUND FOR INSPIRATION & PRESERVE IT
Then Make It Better and Present It

You're not inspired all the time. If you want to pursue a career in website designing then it's
imperative you maintain a swipe file. Websites come and go, content changes all the time,
but what is beautiful and appealing always remains beautiful and appealing.

Tell us can Da Vinci's, Michelangelo's, Rebrandt's, Picasso's work ever become old? No. And
as such good design never becomes old or old fashioned especially in webdesign. It remains
a source of inspiration for the generations to come, provided of course it's preserved.

We're maintaining our swipe files since last 20 years or so and these are one of our most
precious assets. Let's give you an example from our compendium of saved websites...



Builders of Industrial-Strength e-Business™

"The crash of NASDAQ's high flyers
destroyed many stock portfolios, but it did
nothing to relieve the pressure for IT
organizations and those building or operating
critical business information systems.That's
why we're here. eBuilt is all about business-
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Mare than 80 percent of the eBuilt staff consists of
technical contributors. This group includes =software
architectz and engineers, database administrators,
systems engineers, information architects, GUI
designers, technical writers, and guality assurance
professionals. Working together we have the capacity
and =kill to design, build, and implement systems to
ensure our clients' success,

This is the same website In
June 2002:

eBuilt's strength comes from the extensive industry
experience and commitment of our technical staff.
geBuilt staff members have deployed some of the
world's largest Internet and enterprise systems in use
today. Averaging owver 15 years of industry experience,
our engineers have extensive experience deploying
enterprise applications in high-volume environments
(500 million transactions per day, 4 million transactions
per hour) and complex enterprise environments
involving document imaging, IP telephony, ad delivery,
and financial transactions.

COur engineers have a broad range of knowledge in
various technologies, including:

» Extensive experience in newer, leading-edge
technologies including Java, J2ZEE, and XML

» In-depth experience with C/C++, Microsoft, and
CORBA technologies

» | egacy systems experience that includes CICS,
EZ/390, and AS/400




The previous design and color combination have
INspired some of our website designs and color
combinations. Even if you leave the design for a while,
you still have a treasure trove of prewritten text which
can be used In your corporate endeavors, with of ¢
slight modification.

Coming back to eBullt, the compze
business or was acquired
the time of writing the
been offline for mc

O




The question is what is in it for you as a designer? And
what if you were not there 20 years ago to save that
data?

Well there's a (not so) secret place on the web wr
you can find the old/gone as well as previc ,/
current websites. It's the web grave .—/
https://web.archive.org/

| et's see how the abov
archives...
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"The crash of NASDAQ's high flyers
destroyed many stock portfolios, but it did
nothing to relieve the pressure forIT
organizations and those building or operating
critical business information systems. That's
why we're here. eBuilt is all about business-
driven technology.”

--Joe Lindsay, eBuilt CTO
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https://web.archive.org/web/20011217200232/http:/www.ebuilt.com/

atiwhat. html

¥ _About this caphure |
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eBuilt—Builders of Industrial-Strength Enterprise
Applications™

eBuilt was founded to develop and enhance software
technologies for the most demanding business
applications. We design and develop architectures,
applications, and processes to improve your bottom
line. Qur engineering expertize and broad
implementation and consulting =skills enable us to
deliver cost-effective, technology-based =solutions that
streamline your business workflow and expand your
revenue opportunities.

The company provides a full complement of IT services

1 and solutions, from technology planning and growth
e u I O n r a rC ctrategies to architectural design and enterprize

application development:

eBuilt blends the comprehenszive skills and experiences
of itz employees with a progressive development
methodology. This allows us to deliver solutions and
sarvices under strict time constraints to meet client
business needs and performance expectations.
Specifically, we leverage our;

Extremely experienced, versatile talent.

COur team of requirements analysts, architects,
engineers, and project managers average over 15
years of industry experience. This maturity comes from
contributing to the growth of technology over the
years—from legacy systems to Java and .NET—and
manifests itself in higher quality work, greater personal
attachment to that work, and a perspective that can
anly come from experience.

Proven, effective methodology.

SELITEERGLIELLS The eBuilt™ Just In Time Development® process.

et By,
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WORKING WITH INTERNET ARCRIVES

If you look closely at the last 2 images from internet
archives, you'll notice that the css is garbled, and the
pages don't give the full iImpact of the design. But still
most of the design is intact.

The only major issue with internet archives Is that you
need to know what you're looking for. Google won't help
you with that. This is both a curse and a blessing. A curse
IN the sense that If you don't know what you're looking
for, you can't find it. And a blessing in the sense that If
you know what you're looking for then even if you dig it
out of Its grave, it'd be almost as good as nhew (of course
With some cosmetic surgery.)



Does this imply we're asking you to go digging internet graves?
Not precisely, but at least you should know that there's a

graveyard which is accessible anytime. From there you can dig
more gold and artifacts than digging some Pharoe's grave in &
pyramid, provided you know where to look for it.

That's one of the reasons why you need t
active swipe file. It'd be Gold after 1C

Now the question is how
IN @ searchable arcr




We've been using some really good web page capturing
tools since long. And we've been migrating our data
from one tool to another as the previous tool becomes
obsolete. Basically all website data from the beginning
of internet till now is in the form of html files, that's why
there are almost no compatibility issues. Of course with
the latest CSS advancements there's some
Incompatiility, but it's better than having nothing.

Anyway our current tool of web page capturing is...
(drum roll please...)

None other than ScrapBook X by Danny Lin:
https://github.com/danny0838/firefox-scrapbook

10



Scrapbook used to be one of the most
used and one of the best Firefox plugins.
Then back in Nov 2017, Firefox updated
their code rendering Scrapbook as well as
thousands of other useful plugins
unusable. But we still use it. How? Well
now instead of Firefox, we use Waterfox
to maintain/access our archives:

https://www.waterfox.net/

1



HOW T0 USE SCRAPBOOK

1. Install Waterfox.

2. Download and install the Scrapbook plugin in
Waterfox from:
https://github.com/danny0838/firefox-
scrapbook

3. Disable Multi-process Waterfox (if it's
enabled.) Visual instructions on next page.

4. Right click a page you want to save and save.

5. To view/hide folder tree type alt+k (Win)
option+k (Mac).

(Visual Instructions Next...)

12



Mew Window Mew Private
Window

= O o

Print History Full Screen

Lo 0 =

Find Options Add-ons

Click
Options

() Reconnect to Syn

Customize

Disable Multiprocess Waterfox

General
Search
Content
Applications
Privacy

Security

General

Enable multi-process Waterfox

Always check If Waterfox 1s your default browser

Waterfox is not your default browser

When Waterfox starts:

Show your windows and tabs
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Enjoy

1. Right click page to save.

Right Click
Menu 3y

W

Save Page As...

Send Page to Device
View Background Image

Select All

Gontact L

Home About Mindbuild Portfolio

View Page Source
View Page [nfo
Inspect Element ()

Save Page
Save Page As...

* | | RootFolder

Save As Bookmark
COUNTER

Dangenous/Lifie Threatening Mission?

PIAP Robot Takes All the Risk

Select Folder...

Scraphooking

2. Alt+k to view tree menu.

ScrapBook X [Scrapbook] v

Y

alt+k (win)
option+k (Mac)

Home About Mindbuild Portfolic Conta

) Home - Welcome to Mindbuild Design Studio

MW AEGNTE PO AP ASSOSI SRV CESTEC

COUNTER

Dangerousifie Threatening Mesion?

PIAP Robot Takes All the Risk
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NO SWIPE? NO PROBLEM

A good place to get inspiration from top
market promotions Is

https://swiped.co/
Though it's not an alternative to having

your own swipe file, but at least it will give
you pointers in the rights direction.

15



Readymade Swipe File

If you can spend $7, and if you're interested in
around 700+ Mb of excellent swiped data

relevant to Sales Funnels,
Landing/Pricing/Checkout Pages etc. then

we'd recommend:

https://www.autogrow.co/swipe-file-sfc/

(Hey, this is a hush hush link which only
becomes visible after you give them your
email. But if you decide to purchase it
you'll be giving them your email anyway.)
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COLOR BASICS

Most people understand about warm colors and cool
colors but the important thing about colors is that they
are seldom seen in Isolation, they are seen in the context
of other colors around them and that affects them all.

If you think of colours as musical notes, you will
appreciate that some notes work together to produce a
melodious chord and some notes sound harsh when
played together. Colors work in exactly the same way.

11



As you get more experienced with using
color (or musical notes,) you find that you
can stray off the straight and narrow path.
You start exploring the juxtaposition of less
obvious sets of colors or combining notes
that have more complex relationships.

A skilled jazz musician can put the most
discordant combinations of nhotes together
and make them work because of their
context - their interplay with other notes or
chords coming before or after them.
Similarly, the great colorists of the art world
can achieve striking effects by combining
colors that just don't 'belong' together.

18



On a web page, it Is something that reac

with what you are saying verbally, €

enhancing the message or cc
INn the end, the result Is

a subliminal level

Color i
anc




COLORS RULES FOR BASIC WEBSITE DESIGN

It's Important to create high contrast to achieve the
highest impact possible.

Contrast is not simply about choosing different
colors but selecting those that will create the most

visual interest when placed side by side.

T We were

bor

https://trionndesign.com/




An easy but effective way to create your own high-
contrast color scheme is to select varying tones,
shades and tints of a specific color (not the pure
hue) and then select another pure color at least
three spaces away on the color wheel to act as an
accent color.

If you're beginning we suggest yo
Triadic Color Schemes. There
‘riadic Color Schemes:

1.Split Comple
2. Triad



SPLIT COMPLIMENTARY

Colors that are opposite each other on the
color wheel are considered to be
complementary colors, for e.g. red and green. A
color scheme based on complimentary colors
Is called Complementary Color Scheme.

Split Complimentary Scheme uses a base
color, and it uses the two colors adjacent to its
complement as shown in this color wheel:

This color scheme has the same strong visual
contrast as the Complementary Color Scheme,
but has less tension. It Is usually a good choice
for beginners, because it's difficult for them to

22



TRIAD

A Triad is a special variant of the Spli
Complementary Color Scheme
equal distance between a

As all three colo
around the c
domi




COLOR BALANCING

If you've selected three colors using any of
the above color schemes, a good way to

balance them is by using the 60-30-10 rule.
This means that:

e The primary color or your main theme
color takes up 60% places.
Conventionally a neutral color like white,
black, grey etc. is used as the primary
color. It's because a neutral color mixes
easily with any other colors.

Morgan Stanley

Ideas People What We Do About Us

A Client Login Q

Primary

TMT 2019 From
nformation Age
to Innovation Age

The 5G revolution promises more than speed. It will power a
new era of connectivity and transformation for consumers and
industrial applications. Read the latest insights from Morgan
Stanley's Tech, Media & Telecom conference.

v Secondary
Color

FINANCIAL WELLNESS
AT WORK %

GROWING, LEARNING,
CONNECTING

WE ARE MORGAN STANLEY

Founders from our 2019 cohort reflect THE MOREﬁN STANLEY MINIJTE

on the value of their time in the lab.

These 60-second videos offer insights

from the firm's leading thinkers on
today's most complex investment
topics.

https://www.morganstanley.com/
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Zbouncex Products Resources Blog Careers _

Primary Accent

MARKET -
TO PEOPLE,
NOT COOKIES

Today’s consumer expects more

than yesterday’s tecr]. Use BounceX Secondary

to accurately recognize and market ‘
' ¥

to the actual person behind every _ |
visit in real-time. . A, A




ADVANGE COLOR BALANCING

For advance coloring needs we'd suggest using David M. Kessler's "Simple
Color System" Color Wheel. You can get it for just $15. Click here to
view/order.

It should be sufficient for most of your advance coloring needs.

DAVID M. KESSLER’S SIMPLE COLOR SYSTEM"

YELLOW
COLOR
HARMONIES

MONOCHROMATIC

LMYRIHO

GE

AHYLINIWITDWOD

(G
T
o
%]
a)
w
vz

ot at conter of mbengst)

ANALOGOUS

4 colors next to each other

VIOLET
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https://www.davidmkessler.com/color-wheel/david-m-kesslers-simple-color-system-color-wheel

WEB DESIGNER'S MAIN AlM

While designing a website always remember that 99.9% of
all web designing is not about making things look pretty,
It's about making them sell. If they look pretty and that
helps In the process of selling, that's fine. If they look pretty
and the product doesn't sell, the designer has failed to do
his or her job somewhere along the line (though it's not
only the designer but the whole synergy including
copywriter, product funnel/marketing strategy etc. and of
course the product itself))

It's beyond the scope of this little booklet to delve into
selecting the right colors to sell products, but that's one
aspect you should keep in mind as a designer.

21



COOL DESIGNER RESOURCES

Imaging/Photo Editing
Software

1. Adobe Photoshop
The undisputed |leader.

2. Affinity Photo

If you're beginning or even at an advanced level
we wholeheartedly suggest Affinity Photo for all
your graphics designing needs. Though it doesn't
provide the level of sophistication Photoshop does
but still in our opinion it's the only competent
Photoshop competitor out there. Try it you and
won't be disappointed. Available for a free 10 days
trial. $45 to purchase (price may change.)

.« 0®

3.Gimp

The free alternative. Though it
has got a slightly steep
learning curve but there are
plenty of online tutorials
available to get you
headstarted with Gimp. Once
you know how to use it, you'll
be designing like a pro.

28


https://www.adobe.com/products/photoshop.html
https://www.gimp.org/
https://affinity.serif.com/en-gb/photo/

Online Image Editors
Capable of Editing PSDs

PIXLR PHOTOF

Pixlr is a free online photo editing Photopea |
tool that's fast and simple and has photo €
enough features to make it a Pl
good option for low to moderate-

level photo editing.
Advanced features are available in
the Pro version. Please check the

website for pricing.

https://pixIr.com



Some of The Best Image
Resources (Mostly for Free)

Free Photos
https://pixabay.com/

https://www.pexels.com/photo-license/

https://www.graphberry.com/

Search Free Creative Commons

Images on Flickr
http://compfight.com/

PSD Logos

350+ Free PSD Logos
http://www.logologo.com/

520+ PSD Logos for $9
http://www.logoskit.com/features/

Free Food Images
https://www.picfoods.com/

Free Cool PSD Brochures

http://www.mirroml4.com/search/label/
download%20free%20psd

30



YOU!

ISIT US SOON

MINDBUILD DESIGN STUDIO
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